
PUBLISHER’S AFFIDAVIT OF

PUBLICATION STATE OF FLORIDA COUNTY 

OF CHARLOTTE: 

Before the undersigned authority personally appeared 

Amber Douglas, who on oath says that she is the Legal 

Advertising Representative of The Daily Sun, a newspaper 

published at Charlotte Harbor in Charlotte County, Florida; 

that the attached copy of advertisement, being a   Legal 

Notice that was published in said newspaper in the issue(s)                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

06/10/24

as well as being posted online at www.yoursun.com and 

www.floridapublicnotices.com.

Affiant further says that the said newspaper is a newspa-

per published at Charlotte Harbor, in said Charlotte County, 

Florida, and that the said newspaper has heretofore been 

continuously published in said Charlotte County, Florida, 

Sarasota County, Florida and DeSoto County, Florida, each 

day and has been entered as periodicals matter at the post 

office in Punta Gorda, in said Charlotte County, Florida, for 

a period of 1 year next preceding the first publication of the 

attached copy of advertisement; and affiant further says that 

he or she has neither paid nor promised any person, firm or 

corporation any discount, rebate, commission or refund for 

the purpose of securing this advertisement for  publication 

in the said newspaper. 

(Signature of Notary Public)

(Signature of Affiant)

Sworn and subscribed before me this 10th day of 

June, 2024

Personally known _X_ OR ___Produced Identification

Description: OPL022 VAR-24-049

Ad Number: 3930235



PAGE B12 MONDAY, JUNE 10, 2024    The Daily Sun  |  yoursun.com

Shubert Theatre in March 
as part of a city showcase of 
high school musicals.

After a recent Satur-
day afternoon dance class 
in a Bronx church base-
ment, the diverging paths 
between Gabriela and her 
peers is on full display. The 
other dancers, aged 11 
to 16, sit cross-legged on 
the linoleum floor talking 
about social media.

“I am addicted,” says 
15-year-old Arielle Wil-
liams, who stays up late 
scrolling through TikTok. 
“When I feel like I’m get-
ting tired I say, ‘One more 
video.’ And then I keep say-
ing, ‘One more video.’ And 
I stay up sometimes until 
5 a.m.”

The other dancers gasp. 
One suggests they all check 
their phones’ weekly screen 
time.

“OH. MY,” says Ari-
elle, staring at her screen. 
“My total was 68 hours last 
week.” That included 21 
hours on TikTok.

Gabriela sits on the side-
lines of the conversation, 
listening silently. But on 
the No. 2 subway home to 
Brooklyn, she shares her 
thoughts. “Those screen-
time hours, it’s insane.”

As the train rumbles 
from the elevated tracks in 
the Bronx into the under-
ground subway tunnels in 
Manhattan, Gabriela is on 
her phone. She texts with 
friends, listens to music and 
consults a subway app to 
count down the stops to her 
station in Brooklyn. The 
phone for her is a distrac-
tion limited to idle time, 
which has been strategi-
cally limited by Romero.

“My kids’ schedules will 
make your head spin,” 
Romero says. On school 
days, they’re up at 5:30 a.m. 
and out the door by 7. 
Romero drives the girls to 
their three schools scat-
tered around Brooklyn, 

then takes the subway into 
Manhattan, where she 
teaches mass communica-
tions at the Fashion Insti-
tute of Technology.

Grace, 11, is a sixth grade 
cheerleader active in Girl 
Scouts, along with Gionna, 
13, who sings, does debate 
team and has daily rehears-
als for her middle school 
theater production.

“I’m so booked my free 
time is to sleep,” says Gabri-
ela, who tries to be in bed 
by 10:30 p.m.

Years ago, Romero sat 
her children down to watch 
“The Social Dilemma,” a 
documentary that Gabriela 
says made her realize how 
tech companies manipulate 
their users.

Her mom’s rules are sim-
ple: No social media on 
phones until 18. The girls 
are allowed to use YouTube 
on their computers but 
not post videos. Romero 
doesn’t set screen-time lim-
its or restrict phone use in 
bedrooms.

“It’s a struggle, don’t get 
me wrong,” Romero says. 
Last year, the two younger 
girls “slipped.” They 
secretly downloaded Tik-
Tok for a few weeks before 

getting caught and sternly 
lectured.

Romero is consider-
ing whether to bend her 
rule for Gionna, an avid 
reader interested in becom-
ing a Young Adult “Book-
stagrammer” — a book 
reviewer on Instagram. 
Gionna wants to be a writer 
when she grows up and 
loves the idea that review-
ers get books for free.

Her mother is torn. 
Romero’s main concern 
was social media during 
middle school, a critical 
age where kids are forming 
their identity. She supports 
the idea of using social 
media responsibly as a tool 
to pursue passions.

“When you’re a little 
older,” she tells her girls, 
“you’ll realize Mom was not 
as crazy as you thought.”

STRUGGLING NOT 
TO MISS OUT

In the upscale suburb of 
Westport, Connecticut, the 
Bulkeleys have faced sim-
ilar questions about bend-
ing their rules. But not for 
the reason they had antic-
ipated.

Kate was perfectly con-
tent to not have social 
media. Her parents had 
figured at some point 
she might resist their ban 
because of peer pressure 
or fear of missing out. But 
the 15-year-old sees it as a 
waste of time. She describes 
herself as academic, intro-
verted and focused on 
building up extracurricular 
activities.

That’s why she needed 
Instagram.

“I needed it to be 
co-president of my Bible 
Study Club,” Kate explains, 
seated with her family in 
the living room of their 
two-story home.

As Kate’s sophomore year 
started, she told her par-
ents that she was excited to 
be leading a variety of clubs 
but needed social media to 
do her job. They agreed to 
let her have Instagram for 
her afterschool activities, 
which they found ironic 
and frustrating.

“It was the school that 
really drove the fact that 
we had to reconsider our 
rule about no social media,” 
says Steph Bulkeley, Kate’s 
mother.

Schools talk the talk 
about limiting screen time 
and the dangers of social 
media, says Kate’s dad, Russ 
Bulkeley. But technology 
is rapidly becoming part of 
the school day.

Kate’s high school and 
their 13-year-old daugh-
ter Sutton’s middle school 
have cell phone bans that 
aren’t enforced. Teachers 
will ask students to take out 
their phones to photograph 
material during class time.

The Bulkeleys aren’t on 
board with that, but feel 
powerless to change it. 
When their girls were still 
in elementary school, the 
Bulkeleys were inspired by 
the “Wait Until 8th” pledge, 
which encourages par-
ents to wait to give children 
smartphones, and access to 
social media, until at least 
8th grade or about age 13.

Some experts say wait-
ing until 16 is better. 

Others feel banning social 
media isn’t the answer, and 
that kids need to learn to 
live with the technology 
because it’s not going any-
where.

Ultimately they gave in 
to Kate’s plea because they 
trust her, and because she’s 
too busy to devote much 
time to social media.

Both Kate and Sutton 
wrap up afterschool activi-
ties that include theater and 
dance classes at 8:30 p.m. 
most weeknights. They get 
home, finish homework 
and try to be in bed by 11.

Kate spends an aver-
age of two hours a week 
on her phone. That is sig-
nificantly less than most, 
according to a 2023 Gallup 
poll that found over half of 
U.S. teens spend an average 
of five hours each day on 
social media.

She uses her phone 
mainly to make calls, text 
friends, check grades and 
take photos. She doesn’t 
post or share pictures, one 
of her parents’ rules. Oth-
ers: No phones allowed 
in bedrooms. All devices 
stay on a ledge between the 
kitchen and living room. 
TV isn’t allowed on school 
nights.

Kate has rejected her par-
ents’ offer to pay her for 
waiting to use social media. 
But she is embarking slowly 
on the apps. She has set a 
six-minute daily time limit 
as a reminder not to dawdle 
on Instagram.

Having the app came 
in handy earlier this year 
at a Model UN confer-
ence where students 
from around the world 
exchanged contact details: 
“Nobody asked for phone 
numbers. You gave your 
Instagram,” Kate says. She 
is resisting Snapchat, for 

fear she will find it addic-
tive. She has asked a friend 
on student government to 
text her any important stu-
dent government messages 
sent on Snapchat.

Sutton feels the weight 
of not having social media 
more than her older sis-
ter. The eighth grader 
describes herself as social 
but not popular.

“There’s a lot of popular 
girls that do a bunch of Tik-
Tok dances. That’s really 
what determines your pop-
ularity: TikTok,” Sutton 
says.

Kids in her grade are 
“obsessed with TikTok” and 
posting videos of them-
selves that look to her like 
carbon copies. The girls 
look the same in short 
crop tops and jeans and 
sound the same, speak-
ing with a TikTok dialect 
that includes a lot of “Hey, 
guys!” and uptalk, their 
voices rising in tone at the 
end of a thought.

She feels left out at times 
but doesn’t feel the need 
to have social media, since 
one of her friends sends 
her the latest viral vid-
eos. She has seen firsthand 
the problems social media 
can cause in friend groups. 
“Two of my friends were 
having a fight. One thought 
the other one blocked her 
on Snapchat.”

There’s a long way to go 
before these larger ques-
tions are resolved, with 
these two families and 
across the nation.

Schools are trying. 
Some are banning phones 
entirely to hold students’ 
focus and ensure that 
socializing happens face-
to-face. It might, educators 
say, also help cut back on 
teen depression and anx-
iety.

That’s something Sut-
ton can understand at age 
13 as she works to navigate 
the years ahead. From what 
she has seen, social media 
has changed in the past few 
years. It used to be a way for 
people to connect, to mes-
sage and to get to know 
each other.

“It’s kind of just about 
bragging now,” she says. 
“People post pictures of 
their trips to amazing 
places. Or looking beau-
tiful. And it makes other 
people feel bad about 
themself.”

The Associated Press’ education cov-

erage receives fi nancial support 

from multiple private foundations. 

AP is solely responsible for all con-

tent. Find AP’s list of supporters and 

funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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Elena Romero, second from left, and her daughters Gabriela Durham, 17, left, Gionna Durham, 13 second from right, 
and Grace Durham, 11, have dinner together in New York. 
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HEARING AIDS?

Aetna, UnitedHealthcare, Humana, BC/BS, 
Anthem, and many more health insurances 
work directly with us to make it easy for you 
to get premium hearing care coverage!

WESTCHESTER GOLD
& DIAMONDS

“LET US ROCK YOUR WORLD”

We buy and sell diamonds, gold,
silver, coins, Rolex and

vintage jewelry

Port Charlotte • 941-625-0666
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ABSOLUTE PUBLIC AUCTION
Selling for the estate of 
Fred Phillip Bowman,
owner of Phil-dirt, Inc.

Live Onsite and Online Bidding Available
Deanco Auction & Real Estate

Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, FL Lic. AU847

PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE OF INTENT TO CONSIDER

VARIANCE PETITION NO. VAR-24-085
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Zoning Board of Appeals of the City of N North 

Port, Florida, will hold a Public Hearing at 6:00 P.M.t  or shortly thereafter, on

Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in the City Chambers located at 4970 City Hall Boulevard,

North Port, Florida to consider and act upon the following Variance Petition:

PETITION NO. VAR-24-085

William Adams, Adams Homes of Northwest Florida Inc., the property owner, is 

requesting a variance from the Unified Land Development Code (ULDC), Chapter 

53-Zoning Regulations, Part 2. Schedule of District Regulations, Article XI. - 

RMF Residential Multifamily District, Section 53-154. (A)(2) Minimum setback 

requirements to allow for a 19 foot-4-inch rear setback where a minimum 25-foot 

rear setback is required. The site contains ±6,750 square feet (approximately ± 0.15 

acre) and is within the Residential Multifamily (RMF) district. The site address 

is 2567 Averland Loop, North Port, Florida 34287, (PID # 0974111170) Lot 53, 

Watercress Cove, Section 19, Township 39 South, Range 21 East.

The documents pertinent to the proposed petition are on file in the Development 

Services Department, Planning & Zoning Division for inspection by the public 

between the hours of 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday.

All interested parties may attend the hearing and be heard with respect to the 

proposed Variance.

If a quorum of the board is not available, this hearing may be conducted by the

Hearing Officer.

The public hearing may be continued from time to time.

No stenographic record by a certified court reporter is made of these meetings.  

If a person decides to appeal any decisions made with respect to any matter

considered at the meeting(s) or hearing(s)noticed herein, he/she will need

a record of the proceedings, and for such purpose may need to ensure that a 

verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony 

and evidence upon which any appeal is to be based.

The North Port City Hall is wheelchair accessible. Special parking is available on 

the west side of City Hall and the building may be accessed from the parking area. 

Persons with hearing difficulties may contact the City Clerk to obtain a hearing 

device for use during meetings.  Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, 

any person requiring special accommodations to participate in the meeting is

asked to submit such a request at least 48 hours before the meeting by contacting

the City Clerk’s Office via email (cityclerk@northportfl.gov)., fax (941-429-7008), 

or telephone (941-429-7270; this telephone voice number can be reached by 

persons using TTY/TDD equipment via the Florida Relay Service at 711).

/s/

Heather Faust, MMC

City Clerk

PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE OF INTENT TO CONSIDER

VARIANCE PETITION NO. VAR-24-049
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Zoning Board of Appeals of the City of N North 

Port, Florida, will hold a Public Hearing at 6:00 P.M. or shortly thereafter, on Wednes-

day, June 26, 2024, in the City Chambers located at 4970 City Hall Boulevard, North

Port, Florida to consider and act upon the following Variance Petition:

PETITION NO. VAR-24-049

Chris Owens, HI-Tech Heating & Cooling, Inc, on behalf of Dean McConville and 

Jennifer McConville, the property owners, is requesting a variance from the Unified 

Land Development Code (ULDC), Chapter 53 - Zoning Regulations, Part 3. - Special 

District Regulations, Article XX. - Special Circumstance Regulations, Section 53-

240. - Special Structures (A)(6) to allow for a 19.46-foot rear setback for an accesso-

ry structure over 500 square feet where a minimum 25-foot rear setback is required. 

The site contains ±24,429 square feet (± 0.5608 acre) and is within the Residential

Single Family (RSF-2) Zoning District. The site address is 4878 Oakley Road, North 

Port, Florida 34288, (PID # 1008252703), Lots 2 & 3, Block 2527, 51ST ADD to Port

Charlotte, Section 36, Township 39 South, Range 21 East.

The documents pertinent to the proposed petition are on file in the Development

Services Department, Planning & Zoning Division for inspection by the public 

between the hours of 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday.

All interested parties may attend the hearing and be heard with respect to the pro-

posed Variance.

If a quorum of the board is not available, this hearing may be conducted by the

Hearing Officer.

The public hearing may be continued from time to time.

No stenographic record by a certified court reporter is made of these meetings.  If 

a person decides to appeal any decisions made with respect to any matter consid-

ered at the meeting(s) or hearing(s)noticed herein, he/she will need a record of 

the proceedings, and for such purpose may need to ensure that a verbatim record

of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence 

upon which any appeal is to be based.

The North Port City Hall is wheelchair accessible. Special parking is available on 

the west side of City Hall and the building may be accessed from the parking area.

Persons with hearing difficulties may contact the City Clerk to obtain a hearing

device for use during meetings.  Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, 

any person requiring special accommodations to participate in the meeting is

asked to submit such a request at least 48 hours before the meeting by contacting

the City Clerk’s Office via email (cityclerk@northportfl.gov).( y @ p g ) , fax (941-429-7008), 

or telephone (941-429-7270; this telephone voice number can be reached by per-

sons using TTY/TDD equipment via the Florida Relay Service at 711).

/s/

Heather Faust, MMC

City Clerk
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